Letter of Intent between the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) China and
the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), China
regarding proposed programme of South-South Cooperation

Background

UNDP China and MOST China have worked together in recent years on a Technical Task Force
(TTF) programme in China, The programme takes an innovative approach to the provision of
agricultural extension services, and has been successful in empowering rural communities and
providing them with the technology and a new business model to improve their livelihoods on a
sustainable basis.

In the context of the Memorandum of Understanding for Strengthened Cooperation between the
Government of the People’s Republic of China and UNDP signed in New York on 22 September,
and building on the strong and successful ongoing partnership between UNDP China and MOST,
UNDP and MOST intend to work together on a new programme of South-South cooperation.

Objective

The objective of this proposed cooperation would be to support other developing countries to
develop their capacities to enhance food security and reduce poverty in rural areas, as a
contribution by China and UNDP toward the global achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals by 2015.

Approach

UNDP China and MOST will work together to prepare a detailed programme to support the
above cooperation. This will likely involve demonstration of TTF experiences in a developing
country / countries which express interest. Both UNDP and MOST are conscious that any
experience sharing should be demand-driven, and that the emphasis should be on identifying any
relevant elements of the TTF approach and adapting them to local conditions, rather than
replicating the Chinese model per se. Thus, the finalization of programme plans will need to take
place under the guidance of the relevant other developing country / countries involved.

Timeline
UNDP China and MOST will make every effort to commence the proposed programme in
calendar year 2011.

Signed on November 2, 2010, in two (2) identical copies in the Chinese and English
languages, all texts being equally authentic.
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Jia Jingdun Subinay Nandy
Director General of China Rural Technology Country Director

Development Center, MOST China UNDP China
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